Peter on the Water: Faith That Steps Out, Slips, and Still Gets Held
I really love Peter.

Not because he’s polished or predictable or always spiritually steady. Not because he gets
everything right, speaks with perfect timing or always understands what Jesus is doing.

| love Peter because he DOESN’T!!!

He’s impulsive. Brave one moment and terrified the next. He confesses Jesus as the Christ
and then, not long after, rebukes Him. He promises loyalty and then denies Him under
pressure. He steps forward boldly—and then steps back in fear.

And somehow, Jesus never lets him go.
That alone tells us something important about the kind of Savior we follow.

Peter is not the disciple of perfect execution. He’s the disciple of repeated dependence.
And maybe that’s why so many of us see ourselves in him.

So when we come to the story of Jesus walking on water, it matters that Peter is the one
who speaks up.

Because in Matthew’s account, we don’t just see Jesus defying the storm—we see a
disciple steppinginto it.

The Storm That Didn’t Stop for Obedience
The scene is not calm.

The disciples are in a boat at night, fighting wind and waves. This isn’t a scenic moment—
it’s survival. These are experienced fishermen, men who know water, and even they are
overwhelmed.

The storm is not symbolic. Itis real. Loud. Unstable. Unpredictable.
And then they see Him.
Jesus is walking on the water.

Not rushing. Not struggling. Not reacting to the storm like they are. He is present in the very
thing that is overwhelming them, moving with authority over what is dominating their fear.

And Peter—because it’s always Peter—can’t stay quiet.

He speaks into the moment:



“Lord, if it’s You, tell me to come to You on the water.”

That request is easy to miss how bold it really is.

He is not asking for explanation.

He is not asking for safety.

He is asking for permission to leave what is stable and step into what is impossible.
And Jesus answers with one word:

“Come.”

Not a strategy. Not a step-by-step plan. Not a weather report.

Just an invitation.

Faith Means Obedience Before Understanding

Peter does something most people only imagine doing.

He gets out of the boat.

He steps onto what should not hold him.

And for a moment, it does.

That is what obedience looks like at its core—it moves before everything feels figured out.

Faith is not waiting until everything makes sense. Faith is responding to the voice of Jesus
even when nothing else does.

And that matters deeply, especially in a world where hesitation is often justified as wisdom.

Peter shows us something different: sometimes wisdom looks like stepping when Jesus
says “come,” even if everything around you says “stay.”

This is where faith becomes very practical and very uncomfortable.

Because Jesus still calls people into obedience that doesn’t always align with comfort:
e Love people who are difficult to love
e Forgive when it feels undeserved
¢ Walk away from sin that feels familiar

¢ Trust God when clarity is delayed



e Obeywhen explanation is missing

Faith is not just agreement with Jesus—it is movement toward Him.

Faith Doesn’t Cancel the Storm

One of the most important details in this story is what Jesus does not do.
He does not stop the storm before Peter steps out.

He does not calm the waves so the walk feels easier.

He does not remove the tension before obedience begins.

He calls Peter into the storm.

That alone challenges how many of us think faith should work.

We often assume that following Jesus should reduce difficulty. That obedience should
simplify life. That faith should make things smoother.

But Peter learns something different:

Sometimes Jesus doesn’t remove the storm. He reveals Himself in it.

The waves are still there. The wind is still strong. The conditions are still unstable.
But now Peter is not justin a storm—he is in a storm with Jesus in view.

And that changes the entire meaning of the moment.

Because storms are not just obstacles in this story. They are the backdrop for revelation.

Faith That Stands Out in Silence

Peter is not stepping out with a group.

No one else moves.

No one else follows.

Itis him alone at the edge of the boat, with every other disciple watching.
And that matters more than we often realize.

Because faith is not always communal.



Sometimes obedience is solitary.

Sometimes following Jesus means stepping when no one else steps, trusting when no one
else moves, obeying when no one else understands.

And that can feel exposing.

But standing out does not mean standing alone.

Jesus is already there.

Before Peter ever steps out, Jesus is already in the place Peter is afraid to go.

That’s one of the quiet comforts in this story: obedience never outruns the presence of
Christ.

When Faith Begins to Sink
Peter walks.
But then something shifts.

He notices the wind. He sees the waves. He becomes aware again of what he is standing
on—or what he thinks he is standing on.

And fear enters the space where trust was leading.
And he begins to sink.
That moment feels very human.

Because most people don’t fall all at once. They drift. They shift focus. They start strong
and then become aware of everything competing for attention.

Peter teaches us something important here: even real faith can be interrupted by fear.
And yet Jesus does not respond with distance.

Peter cries out: “Lord, save me!”

And immediately—before anything else—Jesus reaches out His hand.

Not after correction. Not after disappointment. Not after explanation.

Immediately.

That word matters.



Because it reveals something about Christ that many people struggle to believe: Jesus is
not delayed by your failure.

He is presentinit.

The Hand That Holds When You Don’t Hold On
Peter doesn’t make it back to the boat on his own strength.
He is held.

There is a shift in the story here that is easy to miss: the focus moves from Peter walking to
Peter being carried by Christ’s grip.

And that is often where real faith matures.

Not in the moment we first step out—but in the moment we realize we are being held.
Jesus does not just rescue him once and release him to figure it out.

He sustains him.

And that means something for every believer who has ever started strong and then
struggled.

Faith is not just about stepping out. It is about learning who holds you when you cannot
stand on your own movement anymore.

Faith That Learns, Fails, and Continues

Peter doesn’t become perfect after this moment.

His story includes more failure. More misunderstanding. More correction. Even denial.
But it also includes restoration. Calling. Leadership. and endurance.

Because Jesus does not build His disciples on flawless performance.

He builds them on transformed dependence.

And Peter becomes living proof that failure is not disqualification when grace is still
present.

He falls. He calls out. He is lifted. And he keeps walking with Jesus.



That is the rhythm of discipleship more often than people admit.
Not perfection.

But persistence in the presence of Christ.

What This Means for Us

Peter’s walk on the water is not just an extraordinary miracle—it is a mirror.
It shows us what faith looks like when it is real, not ideal.

It shows us obedience that moves before understanding arrives.
It shows us storms that don’t disappear when Jesus speaks.

It shows us fear that interrupts faith.

And it shows us a Savior who never lets go when we start to sink.
So maybe the invitation is not to be a flawless believer.

Maybe itis to be a willing one.

One who steps when Jesus says “come.”

One who keeps eyes on Him when the wind rises.

One who calls out when sinking begins.

And one who learns, over and over again, that Jesus is not waiting at the finish line to judge
the journey—He is present in every step of it.

Reflection Questions
¢ Where is Jesus inviting me to step out in obedience even though | feel uncertain?
¢ What“boat” am | tempted to stay in because it feels safer than trusting Him?
¢ Whatusually pulls my attention away from Jesus when | am trying to follow Him?

¢ Where have | mistaken fear or failure as disqualification instead of a place to call out
to Him?

¢ Am I more focused on the storm around me or the presence of Christ within it?



e Whatwould it look like to trust Jesus in the “in-between” moments—not just at the
beginning or the end?

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus,
You call me into places | would never step into on my own. You speak into storms | would
rather avoid, and You invite me to trust You beyond what | can see or control.

Teach me to obey before | fully understand. Strengthen me to step forward when fear tells
me to stay. And when | begin to sink—when my focus shifts or my faith feels weak—remind
me that You are still near.

Thank You that You do not wait for me to get everything right before You reach for me. Thank
You that Your hand is faster than my failure.

Hold me steady when | am unsure. Redirect my eyes when | drift. And keep me walking with
You—not because | am strong, but because You are faithful.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



