There are passages in Scripture that don’t just tell a story—they press into something
human we still recognize today. The healing of the leper is one of those moments.

It begins with someone who should not be coming close.

Leprosy in that time didn’t just describe a disease; it defined a life. It wasn’t only about
skin—it was about separation. Physical separation from family. Social separation from
community. Spiritual separation from worship. It was the kind of condition that slowly
stripped a person of identity until all that remained was a label: unclean.

And so this man steps into the story already marked by distance.
But then he does something unexpected.
He comes toward Jesus.

That alone is significant. Because everything around him has trained him to stay back. To
warn others away. To announce his unworthiness before anyone gets too close. But
desperation has a way of breaking rules fear keeps in place.

He doesn’t approach with entitlement. He doesn’t demand. He doesn’t argue his case.
He kneels.

And he says something that holds both faith and vulnerability in the same breath:
“Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”

There is no doubt about Jesus’ ability. Only a question about His willingness.

That distinction matters.

Because many of us believe God can... but quietly struggle to believe He will for us.
We imagine His power is real but His nearness is conditional.

And then Jesus answers—not just with words, but with movement.

He does something no one watching would expect from a rabbi, a teacher, a holy man.
He reaches out His hand.

And He touches him.

Not from a safe distance. Not with a staff. Not with a spoken command first.

He touches the man who has not been touched in who knows how long.



In that moment, Jesus breaks every social expectation, every religious boundary, every
instinct of self-protection that others would have followed.

And here is the part that turns everything upside down:
Jesus does not become unclean.
The man becomes whole.

Before the healing is even announced, something deeper has already happened. Shame
begins to dissolve under the weight of compassion. Isolation begins to collapse under the
reality of presence. A life defined by avoidance is interrupted by a touch that says, you are
nottoo far gone to be near Me.

Then Jesus speaks:
“l am willing. Be clean.”

Not hesitant. Not reluctant. Not distant.
Willing.
And immediately, the healing happens.

But notice—itisn’t just healing. The text says he was cleansed. That word carries more than
physical recovery. It speaks to restoration. Reentry. Return. He is not only made well; he is
made welcomed again.

Jesus doesn’t only heal bodies—He restores belonging.
And that is still how He moves.

He steps into places people avoid. He speaks into identities shame has rewritten. He
reaches into the lives we quietly assume are too complicated, too damaged, too far gone.

And He is not changed by what He touches.

He transforms it.

When This Becomes Personal

There are parts of our lives we tend to keep at a distance from Jesus—not because we think
He is weak, but because we wonder if He would still want to be close there.

We may not say it out loud, but we carry questions like:

e IfYou really saw this part of me, would You still come near?



e Havelgone too far into this pattern, this pain, this isolation?
e Is restoration still something You do for people like me?

And this passage answers those questions not with theory, but with a hand reaching
forward.

Jesus does not wait for the man to become clean before He touches him.
He touches him so he can become clean.

That order matters more than we often realize.

Grace does not wait for distance to close itself. It closes the distance.

Reflection Questions

e Where in my life do | feel spiritually or emotionally “untouchable” or distant from
God?

e Dol believe Jesusis only able to heal me, or do | believe He is willing to come close
to me?

e What would it look like for me to stop keeping certain parts of my life at arm’s length
from Jesus?

e Have |l ever misunderstood distance as rejection when God may be inviting me
closer?

¢ Who around me might | be unintentionally keeping at a distance that Jesus would
draw near to?

A Deeper Invitation

Imagine the moment again—not as a story you’ve heard, but as something unfolding in real
time.

The man kneels.
His voice trembles.
He doesn’t know what will happen next.

And then Jesus steps closer.

Not away. Not cautious. Not hesitant.



Closer.
And He touches him.

That kind of love doesn’t just heal—it rewrites identity.

Closing Prayer

Jesus,
You are not distant from brokenness. You do not hesitate in the presence of what others
avoid. You move toward it.

And yet | confess—there are places in me | still keep at a distance from You. Thoughts |
don’t fully surrender. Wounds | don’t fully open. Shame | don’t fully name.

But You already see them.

Teach me to trust the kind of love that doesn’t flinch. The kind of love that doesn’t withdraw.
The kind of love that reaches first.

Where | have believed | am too unclean, remind me that Your touch does not defile—it
restores.

Where | have believed | must fix myself before coming to You, remind me that You are the
One who makes me clean.

Where | have lived like | am still outside the camp, bring me home again.

Thank You for being willing.
Thank You for coming close.
Thank You for touching what others turned away from.

Make me whole—not just in what people can see, but in every hidden place You already
know.

Amen.



