Dorcas (Tabitha): A Life That Became the Evidence of Love
Key Scripture

“She was full of good works and acts of charity.” — Acts 9:36

Main Point

Dorcas is remembered not for status, position, or public platform, but for a life of practical
love that shaped her entire community. Her discipleship was visible, embodied, and deeply
relational—so much so that her absence became a crisis for the people she served.

Introduction: A Disciple Known by Her Impact

At the end of Acts 9, we are introduced to Dorcas—also called Tabitha. She is only
mentioned in this one passage, yet her story leaves a lasting imprint on the early church.

She lived in Joppa, a coastal city about 14 miles from Lydda. The narrative places her right
after Saul’s conversion and Peter’s ministry in nearby regions, situating her story within a
growing movement of the early church.

And in that movement, Dorcas stands out in a quiet but powerful way.
She is identified as a disciple.

Not indirectly. Not implied. But directly named as one who followed Jesus.

Dorcas as a Disciple: Faith That Imitates

The text identifies Dorcas as a disciple (Acts 9:36). As noted in your source material, this is
significant because she is described using the feminine form of “disciple,” highlighting her
active role within the early Christian community.

A disciple is not only someone who learns—but someone who imitates.

Dorcas is remembered as someone who lived in a way that reflected her teacher.

Her discipleship was not confined to belief—it became visible in her life among others.
She was known in her community.

Not for words recorded in Scripture, but for works experienced by people.



Dorcas and Her Community: Love Made Visible
The text describes her as “full of good works and charity” (Acts 9:36-37).
That phrase becomes clearer in action.

She made garments. She served widows. She met practical needs in her community
through tangible care.

Her love was not abstract—it was material, relational, and consistent.
She clothed people who lacked clothing.
She served those often overlooked.

And because of that, her life became deeply interwoven with the lives of others.

When Dorcas Dies: A Community Responds
Your source highlights something striking: the response of the community after her death.
e Herbodyiswashed and placed in an upper room (Acts 9:37).
e The community does notimmediately proceed with burial.
e They send for Peter, showing urgency and faith (Acts 9:38).
e Widows gather and display the garments she made (Acts 9:39).

These details show something important: Dorcas was not simply loved in memory—she
was actively essential to the community’s life.

Her absence created a space that felt impossible to fill.

And the community’s actions reflect faith that God was not finished with her story.

A Community of Faith in Motion
As your source notes, the community becomes active participants in what God is doing.
Not everyone does the same thing, but everyone participates in something:

e Some prepare her body

e Some send for Peter



e Some waitin hope

e Some testify through the garments she made
Their actions reflect shared faith in God’s power to intervene.
And through Peter’s prayer, Dorcas is restored to life.

Her resurrection becomes a turning point for many who believed in the Lord (Acts 9:42).

Dorcas and the Shape of True Discipleship
Dorcas shows us that discipleship is not only theological—it is practical.
Her life demonstrates:
¢ Faith expressed through service
e Love expressed through provision
e Community formed through consistent care
¢ Influence expressed through quiet faithfulness
She does not preach sermons in the text.

But her life preaches through what it produces.

The Community as a “Laboratory of Faith”
Your source describes the community around Dorcas as a “laboratory of faith.”
That is a powerful framing of the narrative.
Faith is not only declared—it is practiced together.
In this moment:
e Faithis expressed through action
e Love is expressed through participation
o Belief is expressed through obedience

And together, the community becomes part of what God is doing in restoring life.



Conclusion: A Life That Still Speaks

Dorcas is not remembered for what she said, but for what her life made visible.

Her discipleship was not theoretical—it was embodied.

She lived in a way that made her absence deeply felt and her restoration deeply celebrated.

And through her story, we see that faithfulness in small, practical acts of love can become
something far greater than we realize in the moment.

Reflection Questions

1. What stands out to you most about Dorcas being called a “disciple” in her
community?

2. How does her life challenge your understanding of what ministry or discipleship
looks like?

3. Inwhat ways do you see “faith expressed through action” in your own community?
4. What does it mean to you that the widows could show tangible evidence of her love?

5. How are you currently contributing—practically and spiritually—to the communities
you are part of?

Prayer
Lord God,

Thank You for the life of Dorcas—a woman whose faith became visible through love in
action.

Teach us to live with the same kind of discipleship: steady, practical, compassionate, and
faithful in the everyday needs of those around us.

Help us to see that no act of service is too small when itis done in love. And remind us that
the way we care for others can become a testimony of Your presence in the world.

Make our faith active, our love tangible, and our communities shaped by Your grace.

In Jesus’ name,
Amen.



